GIDDINGS & LEWIS

PiC Application Note

Document Number:  AN000016

Topic: Running PiCServoPro/PiCPro on Windows 95

The following procedure can be used to configure an MS-DOS session in Windows 95 to run PiCPro/PiCServoPro software.  There is no guarantee that this procedure will work with all computer configurations.

NOTE:  Please reference the troubleshooting section at the end of this document for information on an update for the Giddings & Lewis communication driver.

Installation

1.  To install, click on Start and select Run.  Enter A:\INSTALL.

2. Follow the instructions on the screen as if installing PiCPro/PiCServoPro in MS-DOS.  When prompted to “Enter Destination Information”  change the “PiCPro” directory to “C:\PiCProXX”  (XX= the specific version you are currently loading i.e., 9.0, 9.1, etc.)  In addition, change the “Logic and Motion Libraries” directory to C:\PiCProXX.  

3. When prompted to automatically update AUTOEXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS files say NO.  The defaults under Windows 95 are sufficient so do not let the install program change your files.

Create a Shortcut

1.  Right click on the desktop or the folder you want the PiCPro icon to reside.

2.  Click on New and select Shortcut.

3.  Enter COMMAND.COM for ‘Cmd Line:’ and click on Next.

4.  Enter a name you want to appear under the icon (i.e., PiCPro) and click on Finish.

5.  Right click on the new shortcut icon and select Properties.

6.  Select the Program tab.

7.  Enter a directory and file name for ‘Batch file:’ that you will create to start this PiCPro/PiCServoPro session (i.e. C:\PICPRO\PICPROXX.BAT).

8.  If you want PiCPro to start in a specific default directory, type that directory path into the ‘Working:’ field.

9.  Select the Memory tab and change the ‘Initial Environment:’ from Auto to at least 1024.

10.  Click on Apply and then OK.

Create a Batch File

1.  Click on Start - slide to Programs - slide to Accessories and select Notepad.

2.  Create an new batch file in PiCProXX directory, i.e., PiCProXX.bat.  Enter directory specifications to point to the location where you installed the Program and Library files.  Note that spaces are required between command line arguments.

SET PATH=%PATH%;C:\PICPROXX

SET PICLIB=C:\PICPROXX;C:\PICPROXX\ASFB

PICSERVO [/U]  (THE “U” SWITCH MAY BE REMOVED AFTER UDFB UPATE)

EXIT

NOTE: The above example assumes that you are using PiCServoPro.  For PiCPro users, type PICPRO instead of PICSERVO.

3.  Save the file as specified in step 7 above.  Make sure you specify the full directory and file name.  This file will run when you click on the PiCPro icon from Windows 95.

4.   If using Trueview add a  /OI after PICSERVO.

Disabling FIFO Buffering on the serial port.

The Giddings & Lewis communications driver (GLCOMDRV.EXE) for version 8.0 and earlier does not support FIFO buffering.  The following procedure must be followed to disable this feature.

1.  Double click on My Computer - Control Panel - System.

2.  Select the Device Manager tab.

3.  Click on Ports and click on the Communication Port being used.

4.  Click on Properties and select the Port Settings.

5.  Click on Advanced and remove the check box labeled ‘Use FIFO  buffers’.

6.  Click on OK.

Running

1.  To run PiCPro/PiCServoPro simply double click on the icon you created.

2.  When you exit from PiCPro/PiCServoPro, the program window will go away.  You can run it again by repeating step 1.

Trouble shooting

1. If you get a ‘Bad command or file name’ error, check to see if the file name specified in the ‘Batch file:’ field matches the directory and file name for the batch file you created.

2. If you get a ‘Cannot find the working folder for this program’ error, check to see if the ‘Working:’ field contains a valid directory name.

3. If PiCPro starts but you do not get communications, check the wiring; check the port number, etc.  Make sure that the port number in PiCPro matches the port number specified when GLCOMDRV was installed if applicable.

4. Verify that Windows 95 is installed and running in full 32 bit mode.  Do this by selecting the Performance tab in the System setup of the Control Panel.  It should say, “Your system is configured for optimal performance”.  If your system is running is “MS-DOS Compatibility Mode”, you might have problems with communications.

5. If PiCPro starts but you do not have communications AND you are running PiCPro 8.0 or older, download a new version of the communication driver available from Giddings & Lewis.  The procedure for downloading and installing this driver is shown below.

Downloading & Installing GLCOMDRV

An update for the Giddings & Lewis PiC 900/90/9 communication driver is available on the Giddings & Lewis BBS at (920) 906-7682.  The changes made to the driver will enhance the communication capabilities of the version currently shipping with PiCPro version 8.0.  The changes made will be incorporated into the PiCPro 8.1 maintenance update.

1. Using a modem, dial (920) 906-7682 to connect to the Giddings & Lewis BBS.

2. When prompted for a User Name and a Password enter your name as the user name (i.e. John Smith) and PASSWORD for the password.

3. Select the file download option and download the file COM81B.EXE.

4. Copy the downloaded file to your PiCPro directory and type ‘COM81B’.  This will automatically install all of the files required for the update.

NOTE:  If using the updated driver, it may not be necessary to install and uninstall the driver in the batch file created.  You may remove the two-(2) lines from the batch file if you wish.
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